
 
• 35 fellows from 30 different countries and regions 
• 15 faculty members from the United States and Austria 
• 25 lectures and workshops given by faculty 
• 35 interesting cases presented by fellows 
• 9 cases selected by faculty to be published in the Online Case Library 

 

As the Oktoberfest kicked off in München over the weekend, faculty and fellows from around the world 
gathered at Schloss Arenberg for an interesting week of lectures. This week’s topic was surgery, 
headed by Course Director Dr. Michael Lieberman, the Director of Surgical Oncology at the NewYork-
Presbyterian Hospital, and Co-Course Director Dr. Michael Gnant, Director of the Department of 
Surgery at the Medical University of Vienna. This week’s seminar hosted a total of 15 different faculty 
members throughout the week. The topics discussed during the seminar lectures ranged far and wide 
as to accommodate all specialties in attendance across the field of Surgery.  
 
Monday began with the pre-test. The 36-question test saw fairly great results, with an average of 
55.16%. Participants heard first from Dr. Klaus Kaczirek about “Pushing the Limits in Hepatobiliary 
Surgery.” They ended the day with faculty case presentations, demonstrating how the fellows should 
present theirs come Tuesday.  
 
Tuesday morning the participants heard from a variety of faculty members about breast surgery and 
reconstruction, thyroid and parathyroid diseases, and gynecological surgery. This was followed by 
fellow case presentations. The faculty took a liking to many cases presented on both Tuesday and 
Thursday and picked a total of nine excellent cases to be added to the Online Case Library. 
 
When the fellows were not spending their time in the lecture hall, they enjoyed getting to know one 
another over meals and coffee breaks and seeing the sights of Salzburg. On Wednesday afternoon time 
was set aside for the participants and faculty members to enjoy a free afternoon. The faculty enjoyed 
their day at the Oktoberfest! They relished the opportunity to visit the festival in München and 
returned the next morning to continue the surgical lectures, beginning with “Modern Concepts in 
Transplant Surgery” and “Cystic Tumors of the Pancreas.” The faculty and fellows also enjoyed their 
evening listening to the chamber music concert. 
 
Schloss Arenberg provided a cozy and pleasant atmosphere for the participants to learn and come 
together as a group interested in the same goal. By the Graduation Dinner at the end of the week, 
everyone said their good-bye’s and see-you-soon’s over last glasses of wine, with hope that they would 
soon find ways to meet again and continue to learn from each other. The faculty presented the 
certificates to several of their favorite case presentations and those who had done extremely well on 
the post-test. Overall, the fellows improved by 20%, the highest missing just two questions. The 
participants grew with the experience and will continue to improve their own practice methods. 
Building such international connections, after all, is what makes the Salzburg Medical Seminar 
experience so unique. 
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Faculty Group Photo, (L-R): Dr. Kaczirek, Dr. Schindl, Dr. Gnant, Dr. Sahora, Dr. Lieberman, Dr. 
Bergmann, Dr. Watkins; Dr. Pomp, and Dr. Fitzal 

 

 
Group Photo of Faculty and Fellows

 
 



SEMINAR DIARY FROM FELLOW 
Diary of Estefanía Villalobos, MD 

Centro Médico ABC, Mexico City, México 
 

Sunday, 18 September (Evening): I was full of impressions about Salzburg the day before. It was my 
first visit to this beautiful town, and I was amazed at the quantity of rain. I found Schloss Arenberg very 
nice, my room similar to an attic style, very unique for the European environment. After the welcome 
reception, with the words of Dr. Wolfgang still in our minds, we enjoyed very tasty dinner and were 
introduced to each other. The atmosphere in Schloss Arenberg was friendly, full of curiosity, and calm. 
After a great meal we went to bed for a rest before the beginning of the week. 
 
Monday, 19 September: I woke up at 6 o’clock, ready for a quick run next to the river, stunned at the 
beauty of the place, the continuous rain and a deserved bath right after. With a complete breakfast, 
the start of making friends began. The seminar started with the Director of the course Dr. Wolfgang 
Aulitzky introduced the aim and goals of whole seminar. Pre-seminar test was the easy way to see how 
we were at the field of surgery. The first lection of Dr. Klaus Kaczirek was about hepatobiliary surgery, 
learning since the first lesson the right answer to the test. Dr. Pomp gave us de data from gall bladder 
disease and made us realize even the guidelines depends on the resource of each country. 
 
After lunch and a break we listened about how to give a correct presentation from Dr. Alfons Pomp, 
who gave real emphasis in the quantity of words, kinds of pictures and the way we should present, for 
me it was especially important, because no one has the time, to really teach you all this tricks and tips. 
 
With the end of the first day, some students gather at the nearest pub to celebrate we met, it took a 
little rain out and coming home from school. 
 
Tuesday, 20 September: Wake up, little bit of running, little bit of rain, breakfast and a great coffee…  
Lectures began with breast cancer (by Florian Fitzal) … for me, breast cancer is a most serious thing, 
because its affecting younger women and we have now great tools to fight agains it, all lectures were 
informative.    
Coffee break…. 
The next lectures of Anthony Watkins for thyroid and parathyroid diseases, I am amazed because he 
said that does not perform such surgeries and still gave an excellent talk and had the opportunity to 
answer all questions. Dr. Seth Plancher made us all laugh because all general surgeons see 
gynecologists as bad surgeons and he scoffs at this, but we learned  a lot from him, that the most 
frequently found at laparotomy or laparoscopy is an ovarian follicle and does not warrant surgical 
management. 
Lunch… 
The first Workshop of the week, 16 of the students had the presentation ready to give the best, some 
volunteers, others were appointed to give the presentation, we begin to get the reality in resources 
and inequality of medicine in all countries, was great to see that you work with what you have and 
surgeons success regardless of adversity. Came my time to present, I felt comfortable with my case, 
on reconstruction of the abdominal wall. 
Exhausted to present and listen to constructive criticism on how to submit and content of the case was 
terminated the day. 
Some decided to have the Stiegl beer outside since it finally there was no rain, others prefered enjoy 
the Armenian lounge. 
 



Wednesday, 21 September; Wake up, breakfast, coffee, at this day I have noted that 60 min. lectures 
does not put us to sleep – interactive and exciting way to teach, the most nutritive were the discussions 
and the sessions of questions at the end of every lecture. Almost whole day was about colorectal 
pathology. It made me realize how important the correct preliminary study for adequate clinical 
staging before treatment indicated. 
 
This day we had free afternoon, and 15 of the group thought it was a good chance to see Munich, since 
Oktoberfest had already started, it was the perfect opportunity to meet one of the most famous 
festivals in the world. We managed to be there from 3 pm, and return to Salzburg after midnight. 
 
Thursday, 22 September: The first class was on transplants, by Anthony Watkins, with all the relevant 
questions and discussions about the transplant programs and procurement, and deployment in the 
respective countries, it was important to know the history, as well was concluded, it is necessary to 
avoid making the same mistakes.  
 
Group photo with Faculty right before coffee break, gave us the opportunity for individual pictures 
too. 
 
After lunch, the second workshop began, 19 missing did their best to give quality presentations of great 
interest to the rest of the class, at the end of each, with great reinforcement given by teachers. 
At night, we had the chance to experience face to face the great Vivian Cheng at the piano, at a privet 
concert in Schloss Arenberg, The day was finished in Armenian Lounge under cheerful conversation, 
music and wine, but we always regret profesor Wolfgang came up and didn’t stay with us. 
 
Friday 23 September: The last lectures, begining with Dr. Mia Talmor, learning about abdominal wall 
and the techniques to rebuild the abdominal wall. 
 
At the end of the meal, we made the final exam, which was surprisingly the same as the beginning, I 
hope it has managed to improve my result. 
 
At Graduation Dinner despite the solemnity and awards it was a little bit sad. For this short period we 
have become attached to each other. Wolfgang Aulitzky has told his final speech, we made photos 
with Faculty. 
 
Tomorrow is departure. Come back to our families, work and daily problems after 11 hour flight to 
Mexico. 
 
Thanks to Faculty and Administration of Schloss Arenberg for this wonderful week. 
 


